
Research and Report 
Writing

Carolyn Simmons
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The Webinar will start shortly. 
For audio, turn on your computer speakers, or use your telephone by calling

484‐589‐1010, access code 288‐790‐347



Poll Question
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What is a 
research paper?
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A research paper reports on the research findings 
of others. Using a variety of sources, students 
“search again” through what other authors have 
written on a subject. The writer then compiles
the information gathered from multiple sources 
into a well‐written expository paper, being careful 
to cite the sources used to gather the information.
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How do we teach 
students to cite 

sources?
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structure
sequence
easy‐to‐follow

Expository:
Introduction, Body, Conclusion
Narrative:
Beginning, Middle, End

What the paper says
Content
“meat”

Vocabulary – accurate, specific, precise, natural‐
sounding adjectives, adverbs, strong verbs, 
abstract nouns content specific vocabulary used correctly

Combination of simple, compound, complex sentences

Beginnings of sentences vary

Personality, passion of writer shows

Exhibits care/concern

Appearance‐ what work looks like 
Handwriting, margins, spacing
Honors reader

We have chosen to teach the Modern Language 
Association (MLA) parenthetical style, since
this form is the preferred style in many high 
schools. This is accompanied by a works‐cited 
page at the end of the paper, listing all sources 
referred to in the content of the paper.
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Six distinct sets of skills need to be explicitly 
taught for students to produce a proficient 
research paper/report:
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Identifying and 
narrowing a topic

Choosing 
appropriate 
sources

Taking notes from 
the sources using 
note cards and 

bibliography cards

Organizing 
information and 
making a plan

Writing the paper Writing a works‐
cited page

Six distinct sets of skills need to be explicitly 
taught for students to produce a proficient 
research paper/report:
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Important Reading 
Comprehension Strategies

Annotating Text

Highlighting Text

Note Taking
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Identifying and Narrowing a Topic

One Topic 
Research 
Papers

Umbrella 
Topics

Student 
Selected 
Topics
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Recommendation #8: Inquiry Activities
“Inquiry means engaging students in activities that help them 
develop ideas and content for a particular writing task by 
analyzing immediate, concrete data (comparing and contrasting 
cases or collecting and evaluating evidence).”

Carnegie Corporation’s Writing Next Report

clearly specified goal

analysis of concrete and 
immediate data 

use of specific strategies to 
conduct the analysis 

applying what was learned 



to  inform
teach
explain 

persuade
prove learning

to tell a story, entertain, 
teach a lesson/moral

Three parts:
Introduction
Body
Conclusion

Three parts:
Beginning
Middle
End

Plan
Draft
Revise

Edit
Publish

Plan
Draft
Revise

Edit
Publish

Facts
Opinions
Main ideas/support

Elements of Fiction
Characters, setting, Problem 
Solution

Organization, Ideas, Word 
choice, Sentence Fluency, 
Voice, Conventions, 
Presentation

Organization, Ideas, Word 
choice, Sentence Fluency, 
Voice, Conventions, 
Presentation

Paragraphs, Essays, Summaries, 
Book Reports, Articles, 
Research Papers, Science Lab 
Write ups, Writing in Math

Short stories, Novels, Myths, 
Fairy Tales, Legends, Fables, 
Folk Tales

Choosing 
Appropriate Sources

For Audio use your computer speakers or call: 484‐589‐1010, access code 288‐790‐347



• regular publication (annually)
• specific information/many subjects
• statistics

• charts/list
• index

• book of maps
₋ political (boundaries)
₋ topographical (surface features)
₋ economic (products/industries)

• printed pages
• bound together
• cover
• book‐words of a language
• alphabetical order
• definitions

• pronunciation
• parts of speech

• book/series of books/online
• basic information on many topics

• volumes in alphabetical order
• index

• worldwide computer network 
(www) world wide web

• arranged linked pages in a book 
(web pages)

• billions of web pages

• paperback
• published in regular intervals
• articles by multiple authors

• illustrated
• includes advertisements
• professional journals/general interest 

by topics
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I wonder

Perhaps

I think

This reminds me

Maybe

I feel
I’m not sure

I didn’t like

Taking Notes from 
the Sources
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When Who Action Where

After lunch we went outside

When we were 
done eating

After devouring 
our lunch

the students
my friends and I
my soccer team
the 5th grade boys

hurried
ran
rushed
scurried

to the playground
to the soccer field
to play basketball
to the tetherball 
court

After devouring their lunches, the 5th grade boys hurried

to the soccer field.
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Organizing 
Information and 
Making a Plan
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Writing the Paper
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Writing a 
works‐cited 

page
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Primary/Secondary Sources

Bias

Favorite Search Engines/Web Sites for Research

Setting up a School‐Wide Research Plan

Adaptations for Level 1/Level 2 Students

Other issues covered in the training
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Poll Question
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Common Strategies

Common Language

Common Vision

+ Explicit, Systematic Instruction

= SUCCESS
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For more information or to 
schedule a training, 

contact:

The Write Tools®

303‐221‐5301
training@thewritetools.net
www.thewritetools.net
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