The Write Tools Introduction and Overview

The Writing Process

PLANNING

¢ Selecting a topic
¢ Determining the audience
e Stopping and thinking

¢ Brainstorming on paper

e Planning your writing
—you have to
— words/phrases

* Getting teacher feedback

* Preparing a legible,
error-free final copy

* Sharing with an audience

* Using a rubric

* Getting feedback

* Getting thoughts down on paper
* Using plan, but staying flexible

¢ Focusing on making meaning
for the reader

* Checking

— conventions * Rereading draft and making
- usage changes as you go
* Self-editing

» Teacher editing

« Teacher conference / ° Checking

— strengths - %rggglchlon
— next steps - _
P — word choice
— voice

— sentence fluency
* Getting peer feedback

REVISING
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Notes

The Write Tools Paragraph Writing: The Stand-Alone Paragraph

Frequently, the difference between a proficient piece of
writing and one that is partially proficient is in the quality of

these “tell me more” sentences.

Notice in this example how the “tell me more” or “prove it”

sentences add ideas and voice to the writing.

Topic = Favorite Treat = Ice Cream
1 dessert
2 alone
3 dish
3 cone
2 with cake, pie, brownies
1 trip to Dairy Queen
2 bike rides with Dad
2 soft-serve
3 dipped in chocolate
2 after victory
3 softball league
1 ice cream truck
2 came to summer playground
3 met my husband
2 music brings back memories

When I think back on special treats, I think of ice cream.
I grew up in a family where ice cream was a frequent dessert.
It was most often served in a dish, but on special occasions
my mom bought sugar cones at the corner drug store.
She’d use an ice cream scoop to pile on two or three perfectly
rounded balls of vanilla or mint chocolate chip. On family
holidays, we’d have pie or cake a la mode. My grandparents
brought the homemade ice cream in a hand-cranked freezer.
Most of all I enjoyed Grandma’s vanilla ice cream on gooey
chocolate brownies, loaded with hot fudge sauce. I also have
special memories of summer evening frips to the Dairy Queen
in our neighborhood. Sometimes a long bike ride with my
dad led to a chocolate-dipped soft-serve cone. I remember
celebrating hard-fought softball victories with a stop at DQ with
my teammates. The jingling of the ice cream truck also brings
back memories that make me smile. I met my husband working
at a summer playground, where we’d often enjoy a treat from
the friendly, neighborhood ice cream man who stopped by
each afternoon. It's a sound that still causes me to smile and
look out the front door on a lazy summer afternoon. Precious
memories of a special treat—ice cream.
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The Write Tools Paragraph Analysis

1. As students move through the writing process, they will begin
to revise their writing. Revision can occur during brainstorming, Getting

planning, or drafting. Sometimes students will revise after the Started

plan is down on paper but before a draft is actually written. This

should be acknowledged and encouraged as a natural part of

the writing process. Notes

2. After the draft is complete, students should purposefully begin

the hard job of revision.

3. Use the paragraph analysis forms on pages 96—98 with students

to teach them to look at specific parts of their writing for potential

revision. You may revise this form to select and label columns

that will help students with specific needs.

4. Once students are comfortable with the paragraph analysis form

and understand its purpose, allow them to use it as needed.

Copy it two-sided so that they have room to revise longer pieces.
This form is designed to teach students some of the types of

issues writers deal with when they are revising. It should not

become a tedious task in which every sentence they write, every

time, has to be placed on a grid.

Possible Headings for Paragraph Analysis Forms

First word in each sentence (Sentence Fluency)

Number of words in each sentence (Sentence Fluency)
Verb(s) used in each sentence (Word Choice)

o check for active verbs

o check for consistent verb tense

¢ Boring, overused words used in each sentence (Word Choice)

e Examples of precise, accurate, natural-sounding vocabulary
(Word Choice)

e Transition words used (Word Choice and Sentence Fluency)

e Iffy spelling words you want to check (Conventions)
¢ Big ideas and details

© do they support the topic? (Ideas)
e Figurative language (Word Choice)
e Sensory images (Word Choice)
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